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etc. That those he describes are but isolated examples in the history of 
American arbitration, a cursory examination of Moore's work, which is 
nownere mentionea, would have disclosed. Altogether the essay while 
interesting would seem to be more informing to the European audience 
to which it was originally addressed than, in its present form, to Ameri- 
can readers. 

Jesse S. Reeves. 



Municipal Government By Frank J. Goodnow. (New York: 
The Century Company. 1909. Pp. ix, 401.) 

Professor Goodnow has undertaken in this volume a comparative and 
somewhat comprehensive study of municipal government in the United 
States and principal countries of Europe. It naturally repeats to some 
extent material in some of his previous writings, particularly his City 
Government in the United States. But it also includes a larger amount of 
new matter; and the whole is systematically organized into what is 
undoubtedly the best single volume on the subject. 

The book presents an account of the growth of cities and an analysis 
of the causes of urban growth and the character of city populations, the 
historical development of city government, the legal relations between 
city and state, the popular basis of city government and political meth- 
ods, the various forms of municipal organization, and chapters on the 
principal branches of municpal administration, such as police, educa- 
tion, local improvements and finance. 

From the well known reputation of the author, it is hardly necessary 
to state that the book has been carefully written and presents a thor- 
oughly scientific analysis of municipal conditions. Those acquainted 
with his previous writings will also be prepared for some of his con- 
clusions, such as those in favor of state administrative control of cities, 
a simple system of municipal organization and a permanent expert 
administrative service. On the other hand, the present book is more 
distrustful of municipal democracy; and some of his conclusions as to 
the character of city population seems open to question. For example 
in some places he seems to compare the individual ownership of real- 
estate with the ownership of property, overlooking the other forms of 
property which are most largely held by city residents. 

His final word, emphasizing the interrelation between political and so- 
cial reform in cities, is one which needs to be more thoroughly realized 
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"There is no improvement in political conditions which does not aid in 
the amelioration of social conditions; for improvement in social con- 
ditions is in many instances possible only where the pDiitical organiza- 
tion is reasonably good. On the other hand there is no improvement 
in social conditions which does not make easier the solution of the 
political problem; for the difficulty of the political problem in cities is in 
large measure due to the social and economic conditions of the city 
population." 

John A. Fairlie. 



The Government of the District of Columbia: A Study of Federal 
and Municipal Administration. By W. F. Dodd. (Washing- 
ton : John Byrne and Company. 1909. Pp. 298.) 

Mr. Dodd has presented a careful and valuable description of public 
administration in the District of Columbia, prepared almost entirely 
from official sources, but with occasional suggestions of criticism and 
proposed changes. The book will be of much service in explaining the 
government, not only to the citizens of the District, but to those else- 
where interested in the large subject of municipal government. 

Municipal conditions in "Washington have often been cited as an almost 
ideal example for other American cities. Mr. Dodd somewhat cautiously 
confirms this in his conclusion that the administration is conducted 
honestly and with a fair degree of efficiency; that political considerations 
do not interfere with the conduct of public affairs; and that complaints 
of fraud and corruption are infrequent. He does not, however, attempt 
any detailed comparison with other cities so as to make clear the better 
results secured in Washington. Nor does his discussion on finances 
bring out the fact that the expenditures of the District of Columbia are 
much greater than those of other American cities of similar size, or con- 
sider whether the results are greater or less than might be expected from 
the larger expenditures. 

Mr. Dodd does, however, show that the organization of public admin- 
istration in the District is still a complicated one; and indicates the many 
points of contact between the local authorities and the executive depart- 
ments of the national government. His account also indicates something 
of the sentiment in the District of dissatisfaction with the working of 
congressional control over appropriations and in favor or some local rep- 
resentation in the local government; but in discussing recent plans for 



